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WHERE NOW FOR STOP THE WAR? © FROM WAR TO REVOLUTION ¢ 
& MAYDAY PREVIEW! @ 


ema “ne 
P42 P ASTIEWAR ACTIONS 


Whats goin on in the world today 


sie seta on the tv [ see Revo Indonesia has taken part in action with student movement and left party's on 


Feb 1 22. Revo I ia will join the bi 
ROUEA ReSreaamorhere cruing i‘ aa we eee ee march ' On aca 30 ae aa annec he big 
and american news Casters CONn- Shanes tsi. iisi tities itt are 


stantly lying 









In Berlin at least 100,000 students abandoned their schools and went to the 

America loves a war, it unites it Alexanderplatz to protest against the imperialist attacks on Iraq. Revo got 50 peo= 
LOM amma amCeauttwm ple from one school to come to the demo despite the principal banning the strike. 
to bad thousands of innocent REVO BERLIN 

(raqi’s had to die crying huddled 


together. In Stockholm between 5000=6000 students were on strike and came on a demonstration, 


The effects of this war will last and Revo participated. The antiwar group in my school is quite big and we brought 
for generations, 50 people to the demo. Last night, there was another antiwar-demo in Stockholm, 
america is starting a race war which was bigger than the student strike. It meant to go to the US embassy, but 
with no hesitation. ended up at a big grassy field outside of town. We didn’t accept this and went back 
to embassy, followed by a few hundred people, where we burned American, British and 
EEUU TEC Israeli flags. REVO STOCKHOLM 

be world war 3 fo me 

( hope they know I’m an atheist 


i The antiewar demo in Sheffield had a really impressive turnout. We carried out 
and don’t come after me. 


Spontaneous sitdowns, charges etc. The most militant point was probably outside the 
Mothers gotta worry about kids city council building, when a few people stormed the building. This was also the 
getting cut down by snipers who point where some school students forced firecrackers in between the council doors 
think they are hotshots, and set them off. The most effective action was probably a sitdown on a busy round= 


FliCAarliMlaaaneemilalemalidmige about. It was a militant demo and the calls for occupations and increased militancy 


ment - they were going to got massive cheers! REVO SHEFFIELD Se 
throw ROCKS! l Anti-War Direct Action - Geordie Style 


I In Tyneside, a town in North Shields, anti-war protesters 
I congregated in the local square plotting an invasion of 
has less value than money I the imperialist invaders —_ F 

keep trying to settle the score, : I epicentre - aka The 

when you all kill each other (’II many times I ve had someone say to me y Labour Party offices. 
be [yin in my coffin thinking it that we should rally behind our troops ory 

was funny that we are backing Saddam. But we still, Protesters from across 
managed to get over 1000 people on to they the region, including 
RUIN ARUC eM streets at our 6 o’clock demo and stop 4 Revo Newcastle, occu- | 


death the roads for over 3 hours! We had pied the centre for two 
give me a white flag and (Il rep school and uni students, and the normal Jf hours. Staff in the cen- 


tre on average weren't 
peace to the death people of Portsmouth of all religions andl g 


ee . willing to express their 
ROAR RR TEGCRAT TREE Ccrrets all march against the ware It wasl Views on the war. None the less both the police and the 


fight meee ee ee eee eee ee ME Came in Style and allowed us to drop big ban- 


RU eee Birmingham Uni Anti-War Hold-Up aners from the centre’s window. 
peace that's right | On March 20th, the students of Birmingham UniversityL ~~ ~§ 2222-222 — _by Don in Newcastle F 
«made their stand and walked out in protest against this , 
ludicrously immoral and unjustifiable war. Students from I... biggest demonstration Portsmouth has 
all departments of the university, including some lecture !seen since 1979. We heading for the 
‘ers, gathered on campus and begun protesting. "military dockyards but got stopped by 

At least two-hundred students a B*U*S*T police. We headed towards the other 

ae «(Birmingham ney Against the War) expressed their"military base, but the police got 

be safistied ; disgust and anger at the government for their foreign |oiever (didn’t think they had it in 
capture all the oil then they'll sles on lta ees ey 
feel gratified spoley. a sthem) and had already blocked us off 


| After chanting and singing, around thirty people lay |completely When: We. Gob Akers 66 we had 
down on the ground with bloody bandages wrapped a cer 


"round them and pretended to die, in solidarity with the 
death of innocent Iraqi civilians. 

A banner was dropped from the tall clock tower in the -The Student protest saw around 250 peo- 
university grounds reading Time For Peace! ple walk out of lectures and stop the 

We then marched down to the Bristol Road carrying {road for an hour. Unfortunately 1 per- 
banners and chanting as we went. We arrived at the son was run over here and was badly 
crossroads and sat down in the road. Within seconds jean put he is recovering well now. 
"we realised, to our surprise and astonishment, a large ‘our thoughts go out to him and the man 
=H vehicle was part of a long line of trattic we had Jing was run over in Bristol. 
«blocked! We strategically allowed the vehicles in front to» by Joe in PORTSMOUTH 
Pe a | move onwards, before stopping in tront of the army | y 

; struck and completely barricading it in. We sat in front of 

the truck for at least 45 minutes. The police arrived but 
lonly redirected the traffic. Before we voluntarily left the | e* = 
"road, many of us had plastered the truck with anti-war 
stickers. | 
by matt in canada 3 The students then gathered again to march downto. 
Ihe city centre to join the hundreds of other protesters. | 


: by nicki in BIRMINGHAM. 


ee 


Portsmouth is a military town and any 
antiewar demonstrations are usually 
frowned upon. Today I can’t count how 


life isn’t precious anymore, it 





drop a billion bombs will they 
ever be satisfied 

take a million lives and they'll 
never be gratified 

make a billion dollars then they’ll 


tanks vs guns this isn’t a war 
it’s a slaughter 

suy being bombed is tricked into 
thinking he’s fighting for his 
daughter 

Man in the plain says he’s flying & 
for his father 


this war is not for daughters and 
sons, if is for oil and guns 
Not freedom and peace, it is oil 


please seek peace, seek peace, 
seek peace. 

if not it will be a violent end that 
you reap 


2 & REVOLUTION 
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erew 


a ace 15 of us took the banner (warfare not welfare, 


allow us to take. 
ly lively and radical despite the police 
oppression. 
party headquarters and demanded to speak to 


mG Bush smoking a nuke missile) down the road 
to the protest, 
joined throughout the day. 
workers lunchtime walkout by accident. 
to about 1000 and 
street blockading roads but the police handed 

out notices that told us what route they would 
we remained extreme= 


We hit the council 


we took off down the 


However, 


We surrounded the local labour 


Hilary Benn, pro-war MP son of Tony Benn, but they told us he wasn’t in! 
People hung around chanting and the crowd grew up to about 1500 or more. 


The police were being very heavy handed. 


some very young schoolgirls 


started yelling “police support the bombing” and “police off our 


streets!’ 
that they won't forget. 

It was anti-racist, anti-capitalist, 
ised by young women, 


REVO LEEDS 


everybody cheered. 


On Tuesday 197H March, when the vote 


about the war finally went to the 
Commons, a few 


not ours, 
that month. 


again. 
SO amazing. 


REVO LONDON 


streets. 


Revo also took part in actions in other cities across the 
UK and in countries all over the world including from 
the US to the Ukraine, from Austria to Australia and 
from the Czech Republic to Canada! See the World 


Revo bulletin for more reports. 






We are told that we are at war: a war of 
ethics to liberate the Iraqi people; a war of 
justice to wipe out the terrorism that brutalised 
America on September 11th; a war for our 
benefit, to = dicaie the threat of Saddam 
Hussein and his Weapons of Mass 
Destruction. That is, of course, if war could do 
any of these things. If the murder of millions 
of innocent civilians or the dropping of daisy- 
cutters and atomic bombs, if the destruction of 
families, homes, livelihoods could result in 
utopia. IF - war is peace, after all. Misguided 
| may be, but somehow | doubt this theory. 
And therefore do not quite support the gov- 
ernment who are backing it. Their reasons for 
rushing headlong into such a war are, | feel, 
perhaps slightly enter In conviction. 

One threat of the ‘evil Iraqi's' is the biologi- 
cal and chemical weapons, which they have 
en mass according to Bush and Blair. 
Although - sees to UN weapons inspec- 
tors - this very claim is preposterous. But 
when did we ever listen to educated, informed 
authorities over oil-crazy warmongers? And 
of course any weapons of any kind which 
they do have are not to defend their country 
against open aggression and theft, but to kill 
us all out of sheer unprovoked, vindictive 
hate. | think not - if we have weapons and so 
do every other country, why shouldn’t Iraq 
have weapons too? Logical argument you 
may think, but no. 

Why one would waste time and effort even 
listening to the pro-war arguments when Bush 
and Blair - talking of high moral ground - are 


totally multiracial, 
and it was radical = when a Revo member gave a 
speech to defend Iraq and for the US to be kicked out of the Middle Hast, 


hundred of us blocked the 
road outside Parliament, chanting “Tony 
Blair, hear us shout: go to war, we ll 
kick you out!” Unfortunately, victory was 
so we returned the next morning 
for the second national school strike 
Hundreds of kids from as 
young as eleven mobbed Parliament Square 
The energy of these kids was just 
We blocked some more roads 
and had a bit of a wrestle with the cops. 
On Thursday someone finally hauled out 
the sound system and we danced in the 


Vultures who Prey for Blood and Oil 


They'd learned a lesson about the cops in a couple of demos 






‘i 


by grace in carditt 


only in the positions they are today due to the 
exploitation and perverse ideology. They call 
Saddam Hussein a dictator, yet he has been 
funded, aided and abetted and brought to 
power by American and British western pow- 
ers. 

Democracy is, of course, what we alll strive 
towards. | mean this is the reason that we, the 
British, are trying to liberate the oppressed 
lraqi’s, so we can introduce them to the joys 
of democracy and western life (not that this is 
globalisation in any shape or form whatsoev- 
er. We are not going to fill Iraq with 
Starbucks and aeeneds and take away 
their unique heritage and culture, capitalism 
forbid!). We are categorically NOT going to 
Iraq to overthrow their government and set up 
a puppet government, which we, the western 
powers, will control. And by doing this we 
will not by any means control se eae lraq 
for its oil reserves, which happen to be the 
second largest in the world. Nor will we 
enforce ia ate trade laws and a global system 
of debt - like we'd do such a thing! 

If we were to look at the last few years we 
would see that Bush and Blair are the danger- 
ous war-prone ones, not Saddam. Blair, him- 
self, led the charge of war on Serbia and was 
quick to join Bush in declaring war on 
Afghanistan. 

But this is not about pointing fingers, this is 
about peace and democracy. It is clear that 
the British public (58%) and many others 
around the world are opposed to war. And if 


and loads more from the college 


The demo 


strongly organ= 


EDITORIAL 


The invasion of Iraq has unleashed fury across 
the world. Before the war, the people of the 
Middle East saw millions march in Europe , the 
US and Australia. Arab newspapers commented 
that millions of “atheists and Christians” are 
marching for the Iraqis while compliant Arab 
regimes remained silent. The “Arab Street’ is 
now alive with protests. Ordinary people are 
defying their governments, often in the face of 
severe repression, to express their anger at 
American imperialism and the deaths of Iraqi 
civilians. US allies in the region, such as Egypt 
and Jordan have been rocked by mass demon- 
strations which have forced them to criticise the 
US war publicly. Parts of the Middle East are on 
the verge of revolution as they see the US kill 
Iraqis in a bid to consolidate their power. And 
they know that the US will not stop with Iraq. 
Already, American officials are talking about 
Syria and Iran. 


In Britain, Blair’s war drive in defiance of pop- 
ular opinion has alienated many in the Labour 
Party and the trade unions. They have already 
seen his assault on the public sector with privati- 
sation of public services, introduction of tuition 
fees and his war on the firefighters. “This isn’t 
why I voted Labour” is now a familiar cry. Some 


unions are holding back funds from the Labour 
Party and many activists will refuse to campaign 
for the May local elections. Some union lead- 
ers and militants now openly talk of “taking 
back the Labour Party”. 


Blair could be forced out by popular resistance. 
If Britain 2003 became like Paris 1968 with 
strikes and occupations serious enough to make 
the country ungovernable. If post-war Iraq 
becomes a long unpopular occupation, Blair 
could see his ratings plummet. “Blair out” is 
THO Ar- W E-TOODDOT-VOLEDNCOMO)IMOCOUILOUKINE-LN(O) IK 


But what could we have instead of Blair that 
would be better?. If Blair is toppled by an inter- 
nal coup, who would replace him? Perhaps 
Gordon Brown. Or Jack Straw? Or David “I’m 
not racist” Blunkett? All have supported the 
invasion of Iraq and US imperialism. 


The Peoples Assembly in March has shown the 
way forward. Local Peoples Assemblies should 
be set up in every town and city, based on 
recallable elected delegates from workplaces, 
schools, tenants associations, local anti-war 
committees, women’s organisations, political 
parties . These could form the basis for a nation- 
al Peoples Assembly and possibly a new Workers 
Party. This could be an alternative structure of 
power based on real democracy. 





we do in fact live in the democracy which we 
claim to hold so dear, then our elected Prime 
Minister would have listened to us and not 
launched an attack on Iraq. | urge you com- 
rades, stand up against the globalisation gods 
of nations. Do not give up - Fight the power, 
and watch the corporate bastards bleed. 
Never ever give up my friends, we - the pro- 
letariat - hold the sy to revolution. They 
oppress us because of their fear of us, well no 
more! Rise up, 'we have nothing to lose but 
our chains...and a world to win '. Imshallah 


We Shall Overcome! REVOLUTION © 3 


UU Nere (MOU rOr a nl Day of Demonstrations. 


-London, Saturday April 12th meet up @ 11 


-am in Waterloo station (near mcdonalds) 
UU i > MAYDAY walkout against the war, 
‘Thursday May 1st (see back page) 


Cre mente 


“London, Madrid, Washington 3 = 
and Rome, REGIME CHANGE —4h ain END 2ORS 


AACLI 


BEGINS AT HOME!" 
Over 30 million people (2 million = -= — - == 
in London alone) took to the a. _ Lit 
streets on February 15th to 
protest against the warmonger- 
ing of our leaders. Our move- 
ment was embodied by a new =i 
and powerful realisation of the 
limitlessness of future possibili- 
ties. It dawned on us all: we 
could stop this war. 


In the face of the Military attack | , 
on Iraq, in the face of the 
"Media War" and in the face of 
the state repression the police 
have meted out to our protests 
we need to be resilient in our 
commitment and opposition to 
the war. 


student population in total! 
Realising what an inspiration 
this could be the Spanish 
National Union of Students 
called and the Spanish trade 
unions to call a general strike. 
This is exactly what we need. A 
global general strike will bring 
this war too a crushing halt. 


lions of people and convinced 
them to take action against our 
warmongering leaders but who 
now need a militant direction 


eer ile and leadership to go forward. 


WAR! 

On the days after war broke out 
we showed our resilience. 
Young people walked out from 
schools and colleges took to the 
streets. Roads were blockaded 
and thousands gathered in 
Parliament Square to show our 
determination to take action. 


What is that direction? 

That direction must be to take 
local action. Road blockades in 
every town and city must be our 
goal. And this means walking 
out to blockade! School stu- 
dents have been at the forefront 
of this struggle. Their actions 
have been utterly heroic often 
taken in the face of huge perse- 
cution from the state- students 
have been suspended, gates 
have been locked, police have 
been stationed in many London 


What we need is forum to 
organise the progressive forces 


The Stop the War coalition has 
done and excellent job at mobilis- 
ing millions against the war and 
building a truly mass movement. It 
has built the biggest demonstra- 
tions Britain has every seen. This 
has sent shock waves through the 
heart of the British state. 


But as we gathered at 
Parliament one thing was miss- 
ing. A leadership and organisa- 
tion that could have organised 
mass road blockades across 
central London and workers 


le luke | n eigate 






in every area. Trade unions, 
NGOs, student groups, social- 
ists and anti-capitalists must 
come together to co ordinate 
and build for these very actions 
| that can stop the war. We need 
People’s Assemblies in every 
town and city which are based 


‘/ on delegates from the trade 


unions, schools, colleges, local 
organisations from the Black 
and Asian communities, from 
the estates and form all the 
political parties that oppose the 
war. 


Not only do we need to draw in 
the millions of working class 


--+ people but we need to fight to 


give the movement a leadership 
that will be bold and take the 
lead in building for a general 


| strike, mass student walkouts 


(like what happened in Spain) 
and mass blockades. 


If these assemblies become 
true mass organisations then 
we will be able to challenge the 
power and legitimacy of this so- 
called democracy that has 
dragged us into a war that no 
one wanted, and take the move- 
ment forward by getting rid of 
the capitalist system that only 
delivers war and misery for bil- 
lions. 


their politics they don't have they 
will to do what is necessary to 
stop the war." They are hoping 
that the spontaneity of the move- 


ment will be enough to stop the 


war. It won't. 


While mass marches are impor- 


tant, th n't be enough to st 
schools. It is now time for uni- UT Re 


action to bring the country to a 
halt. 


No one knew what was happen- 


versity students to follow their 
example. The universities can 
be the centres of resistance as 


But right at the point when we 
needed to step up the action, the 
leadership of the STW Coalition 
(the Socialist Workers Party and 
the Communist Party of Britain) 


they were in the struggle 
against the Vietnam War. They 
can act as hotbeds of ideas and 
resources. Teach-ins are now so 
important because a mass 
movement is nothing without 
ideas. 


ing. There was no "plan of 
action". In the end, a few hun- 
dred people were led off by the 
samba band, after the vast 
majority had already left. Those 
that followed just got blocked in 
by the police a100 metres up 
the road and were eventually 
led back to Parliament Square. 


has shown its inability to take the 
movement forward. 


Instead of building on the momen- 
tum and calling for a general 
strike from below and above (i.e. 
argue that the unions leaders call 
one and organise amongst the rank 
and file), it has said nothing. Nor 
has it done anything to co-ordi- 
nate mass walkouts and blockades. 
It is just repeating the formulae 
of having more mass demonstra- 
tions which are getting smaller all 


We cannot stop there. The 
youth taking to the streets will 
not smash this war effort. Our 
actions can serve as an inspira- 
tion to the international workers 


Is this the action of mass move- 
ment that is surely capable of 
bringing the cities to a halt? 


the war. We revolutionaries need 
to keep arguing inside the stop 
the war movement for the kind of 
actions that will. We need to fight 
to turn the mass movement STW 
has built into a mass militant 
movement that will strike, walkout 


and blockade against the war. 


We should continue to build local 

militant actions to encourage peo- 
ple to get involved at a community 
level. But we must coordinate our 


actions nationally and internation- 
ally to make them more effective. 


To win the mass antiwar move- 
ment to a militant policy means we 
have to fight for the leadership 


of the movement with our ideas 
and examples of struggle. The 
best way to do that is through our 
continued involvement in local 
Stop The War groups. 


movement. By walking out we the time. 
show them what is possible: 


No. This is the action of a mass 
they can walk out too! 


movement that is felt of its own 
strength. That has awoken mil- 


4 «& REVOLUTION 


Many activists are asking the 
questions "do they really want to 
stop the war?". The answer would 
be "yes they do, but because of 


In Spain millions of students 
have walked out - 90% of the 





ALCA (Free Trade Agreement of 
the Americas) means that the US 
is already deep into its 
Imperialist race against the 
European bloc's expansion into 
South East Asia. Africa ranks 
highly on the US's agenda, having 
as it does, vast oil and mineral 
resources. The Djibouti port of 
Bab El Mandab on the Red Sea 
moves 25% of the world's oil and 
military presence is required in 
Egypt and Morocco as watchdogs 
over the Arab masses and the Sahara's 
mineral riches. North Korea should be 
sweating as well. Although they have 


TrHE 
FUTURE 
OF THE 
FOURTE 
REICH 


Since the end of the WWII the USA 
has been involved in an endless tug-of- 
war for Imperialism’s ultimate prize - 
global domination. The collapse of the 
Soviet Bloc and China's move towards 
capitalism left the US in “pole posi- 
tion" as the only world superpower and 
is left today “enjoying a position of =| 
unparalleled military strength and | 
political influence." (Donald Rumsfeld) 
Clinton's attempts to achieve 
Imperialist aims through the introduc- 
tion of economic measures (such as 
NAFTA and FTAA) have been replaced 
with an ideology of permanent war, 
conquest and colonisation through the 
flexing of military muscle. 





Capitalist over-production and surprise 
at markets being finite have caused an 
gradual recession. The US is in dire 
need of consolidating geopolitical con- 
trol of the world's human and natural 
resources to guarantee markets for 
its goods and services. Any perceived 
threat to this domination - whether 
popular, political, military or economic 
- is crushed mercilessly in a demon- 
stration of military might. Today the 
foundation of this power base in 
Washington is Bush's group of hand- 
picked extreme right wing xenophobic 
nationalists who count on the support 
and finance of a number of large multi- 
national companies, the whole ‘family’ 
taking it upon themselves to use inter- 
nal and external repression to imple- 
ment its policies. 


been quick to exploit America's weari- 
ness of challenging China's control of 
the region, the Bush administration will 
resort to a suffocating programme of 
sanctions, as well as stepping up the 
arms race in an attempt to bankrupt 
the North Korean state, Soviet Union 
style. 


It is Latin America that finds itself in 
the unenviable position of being the 
next major US target. From the 1950s 
- 1980s when Washington found its 
Imperialist aims challenged by repeated 
popular uprisings, they used state ter- 
rorism, military coups, election rigging 
and invasion as standard tactics. The 
1979 revolution in Nicaragua that 
sparked uprisings in El Salvador and 
Guatemala, the FARC-EP and ELN guer- 
rillas in Colombia, the MST-backed 
Workers Party victory in Brazil, 
Chavez's anti-US stance in Venezuela, 
the indigenous movement in Ecuador 
and the social unrest in Bolivia and 
Argentina are the legacies of previous 
opposition to US involvement in the 
region. Once the US's material domi- 
nance is contested by mass movements, 


This is certainly the case with the cur- 
rent conflict in Iraq. Iraq is potentially 
a massive producer of capitalism's basic 
need: oil. With the US having lost its 
grip on the Venezuelan oil reserves and 
its frustration with Saudi Arabia, the 
whole system was staring down the bar- 
rel of a loaded gun. Therefore invading 
Iraq kills several birds with one bar- 
rage of cruise missiles: an increase in 
popularity through media-manipulated 
support for the war; it confirms US 
supremacy in the world; and it also 
solves the long-term oil supply crisis. 


The question, though, is where will the 
USA's demolition derby go from here? 
The accelerated implementation of 





opposition grows and spreads, gaining 
new impetus and openly challenging the 
neo-liberal policies that permit the pil- 
laging of the economies. This in turn 
leads to the destabilisation of the dol- 
lar, and a loss of investments and mar- 
kets that will massively accentuate the 
already deepening crisis in the US 
economy. If there to be investment and 
effective economic exploitation of the 
continent, the US knows it has to be 
able to provide certain socio-economic 
and political guarantees to its multi- 
national corporations. 


Columbia has been called upon to 
defend what Bush calls, “economic 
freedom". This freedom comes in 
the form of the four part, $7.5bn, 
Plan Colombia, effectively a plan to: 
a) establish a permanent US mili- 
tary presence in Latin America and 
b) crush any potential opposition to 
ALCA through the use of “pre-emp- 
tive" actions. Now on its second 
stage and largely be paid for by the 
Colombian people through pro- 
grammes of mass privatisation, 
imposition of VAT and raising of 
taxes. As its longest standing Latin 
anti-imperialist foe, the Colombian 
guerrilla movement's destruction is 
key to show that resistance to US- 
led globalisation, and more particu- 
larly ALCA, is futile. In good ‘ole 
Uncle Sam tradition this will be 
done by a massive and destructive 
military campaign not dissimilar to 
that waged in Mesoamerica in the 
80s, that cost over 350,000 lives 
and turned the whole continent into a 
bloody battlefield. 


James Petras recently wrote that, “we 
find ourselves faced with an historic 
confrontation between supporters of 
mass genocide...and a flourishing opposi- 
tion of millions." Mass mobilisations 
across the globe have demonstrated 
that people are not willing to lie down 
and allow the US to enforce its will by 
force. Everywhere people are standing 
up to the Bush rhetoric of “liberty and 
democracy through war preparations, 
unilateral actions and conquest" knowing 
that his liberty is one of slavery and 
that his democracy is a murderous dic- 
tatorial rule. 


A cohesive unified front of the workers 
and peasants who are the pistons in 
Capitalism's engine, is required to bring 
the system down. We call for a global 
general strike, the blockade of commu- 
nications networks and roads and the 
formation of worker's councils and peo- 
ple's assemblies! Fe TTT TTR 


| BY PAOLO, SINCHLEY | 
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FROM WAR TO 





War is a sign of a society in deep crisis. 
Everywhere it increases tension between 
governments and peoples. And as we have 
seen over the last few weeks all over the 
world, it rouses millions to action. War 
speeds the pace at which society moves 
towards revolution. 


Why? 


In the first place, because war reveals more 
clearly than anything else that we live ina 
rotten and irrational system. While America 
consumes 40% of the world’s resources, its 
leaders unleash bloodshed and hi-tech 
mayhem on one of the poorest and most 
long-suffering peoples on earth. Because 
there is not enough to go round? Or in self- 
defence? No: for the profits of global US 
corporations. 


Capitalism and war 


Bush and Blair are backed by billionaire 
businessmen whose corporations want to 
own and control all the world’s resources. 
The capitalist system is based on private 
greed, competition and a global struggle for 
resources like oil. The politicians looked for 
an excuse — any old excuse — to start the 
war and justify it. But it was this capitalist 
drive to mega-profit that 


the war could feed the 
world’s starving. Bush 
and Blair have got the 
money. But they can’t 
do it — they can’t even 
seriously think about it. 
Not just because they 
are stupid, self-centred, 
petty-minded, cowardly, 
hypocritical and corrupt 
(though they are all of 
these things). It is main- 
ly because the entire 
class of people they 
move among, the boardroom directors, 
tycoons, generals and security services are 
completely committed to business and prof- 
it. Seizing the world’s second biggest oil 
reserves is ‘necessary’ — feeding the poor is 
‘unrealistic’, ‘unprofitable’, ‘bad for busi- 
ness’. 

This could not happen in a society based 
on human beings working together to meet 
human needs. It can only happen in a soci- 
ety divided against itself: a class society 
based on domination by a tiny elite pursu- 
ing private profit, not the public good. 


forced them to launch — 
the war. entering 
The $150 billion cost of bagdad | 


—I 


The many against the few 
No wonder we’ve had the biggest ever 
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demonstrations in the history of the world - 
masses of people are seeing through the 
lies. In Britain, Spain and Italy: two million, 
three million, three and half million. 
Germany has had its biggest march since 
1945 — over 50,000 school students struck 
in the capital Berlin alone. At least 20 mil- 
lion across the world joined the biggest 
world march in history on 15 February. 


When we take action like this, we discover 
something else about this society. That we, 
the world’s majority, have the power to 
change it. If we act - together. 


The billionaires are terrified of the billions. 
They know we could crush them like bugs if 
we got our act together. That’s why they are 
so afraid of a long war. The stock markets 
plunged as soon as the US and British 
offensive stalled outside Basra and 
Nasiriya. They want this finished as soon as 
possible because they know that war accel- 
erates trends towards revolution every- 
where. 


In the Middle East, the lid is about to blow 
off the pressure cooker. In US-backed 
Egypt, the dictatorship of Mubarak has tried 
to repress antiwar protest, and has locked 
up and tortured activists — but the pressure 
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has been too great. Thousands have taken 
to the streets in illegal marches, chanting 
slogans against Britain, America... and 
against the puppet Egyptian regime. 
Marches in Turkey and Jordan have been 
huge. The longer the war goes on, the more 
the pressure for revolution will build across 
the Middle East, as millions of working 
Class, peasant and poor people demand an 
end to the suffering of their fellow Arabs 
and an end to the puppet regimes and dic- 
tators that support it. 


As we go to press the war is still raging — 
the Iraqis are putting up tremendous resist- 
ance. If the British and Americans win, it 
won't be over. They'll be occupying a hostile 





country where the people will continue to 
resist them — it'll make Northern Ireland 
look like a tea party. And if they lose, then 
all over the world people will be filled with 
courage and spurred to challenge US 
power and whole global system. 


The real traitors 


That’s why politicians and Labour MPs - 
who claimed to oppose the war but now 
that it’s started call for support for the 
‘Coalition’ and a ‘quick victory’ - are really 
nothing more than traitors. This war is 
against the interests of working class peo- 
ple and youth everywhere — in Britain and 
the US, as well as in Iraq. A victory will 
strengthen Bush and Blair, not just in their 
drive for oil but also against the people at 
home. Remember, Blair has got billions for 
war, but he can’t find the millions to pay 
firefighters a living wage, or scrap tuition 
fees and restore a living grant for students. 
He is selling off hospitals and schools to 
private trusts and is clamping down on our 
civil liberties. He is our main enemy, not 
Saddam Hussein. 


With half the Labour Party against the war 
and hundreds of thousands of people back- 
ing new movements like the Stop the War 
Coalition, we can start to see a way to cre- 
ate an alternative to Blair and his New 
Labour. If everyone who hates the war, who 
wants to pay the firefighters and fund edu- 
cation, who wants an end to racism and lies 
about asylum seekers, who want a world 
that’s run for people not profit elected dele- 
gates, came together in a great conference 
and set up a New Working Class Party, 
we'd take the country by storm. And by link- 
ing up with similar political parties and 
movements in other countries, we could 
build a New International — a global party of 
revolution. This is not a pipedream: it’s hap- 
pened four times before in human history 
and it’s high time we set one up again. 


An alternative power 


The People’s Assembly called by Stop the 
War in March showed another way forward. 
A thousand delegates assembled from 
coalition groups, unions, schools and work- 
places all over Britain. Forty percent of 
them voted for a proposal backed by REV- 
OLUTION members for People’s assem- 
blies to be set up in every town and city. 
These could have co-ordinated strike action 
— and could have formed an alternative 
centre of power in society. Instead of a 
Parliament elected only every five years, 
which doesn’t even decide on declaring war 
or peace, we'd have started to build an 
alternative government — a working class 
government based on democratic assem- 
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blies of delegates from among the ordinary 
people. 


At this shocking, terrifying moment in 
history, we have a great opportunity and 
a great responsibility. We can use the 
months and years of conflict ahead of 
us to seize the opportunity and create 
new revolutionary parties, an ' 
International party, people’s assemblies }fé 
and a government of the millions . 
instead of the millionaires. Or we can let 
the opportunity slip and live as slaves — 
until the next time, maybe decades 
away, that history gives us a chance as 


The fact that these possibilities are even on 
the agenda makes this an extraordinary 
time. But remember one thing: just because 
war accelerates trends towards revolution 
doesn’t mean war makes successful revolu- 
tion inevitable. If we don’t build a new party 
and Labour politicians continue to mislead 
the masses and tie them to the millionaires 
and the war drive; if new assemblies of del- 
egates aren’t built and all power remains 
with parliament, the unelected civil ser- 
vants, the boardroom directors and the 
army chiefs; if we fail to set up a New 
International and the antiwar and anticapi- 
talist forces in different countries remain 
disconnected from one another: then the 


good as this. 


opportunity could pass. 


Because war only creates the trend to revo- 
lution. We, ourselves, will have to take politi- 
cal action to turn Bush and Blair's global 





‘War on Terror’ into a global revolution 
against the billionaire terrorists. 


by richard in peekham 
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Lar and Revolution: 


Nearly 90 years ago, the great capitalist 
powers of Europe went to war with one 
another to plunder and control each 
other’s resources and markets. 


=\" The First World war was a grotesque, 

pitiless slaughter unlike anything seen 
before. Millions died in combat and from 
famine and disease. For four long years 
the working class youth of Britain, Germany, France, Austria, Italy 
and Russia were dragooned into killing each other in the name of 
the ‘fatherland’, but really for their rulers’ profits. 





At the start of the war the anticapitalists of Europe were united in 
the Second International — an international party that stood for 
socialism and the overthrow of capitalism. It was committed to a 
clear line: it said if war started it would "intervene for its speedy ter- 
mination and to strive with all their power to utilise the economic 
and political crisis created by the war to rouse the masses and 
thereby hasten the downfall of capitalist class rule." 


But when the war actually started, the International did the oppo- 
site. The German and French leaders dropped opposition to the 
war and supported an end to the war through ‘a quick victory for 
Our troops’, just as so many Labour MPs do today. This was 
because in reality they had become bureaucrats who wanted to 
preserve their positions and middlemen doing deals with the capi- 
talists on behalf of the workers — not revolutionaries who wanted to 
get rid of capitalism altogether. So they backed the bloodshed. 


The left wing of the International opposed the war. They called for 
an immediate end to the conflict. Many of them called for peace. 
But most would not break with the traitors that backed the war. 
They wanted to criticise their policy, but not to build an alternative 
party to the pro-war traitors. 


The biggest exception were the Russian socialists. The Bolsheviks 
and the most famous of their leaders — Lenin — argued that it was 
time to break with the pro-war traitors, who he said had gone over 
to the capitalists by backing the war. He said the Second 
International was dead: it was time for a Third International. This 
sounded strange when the old International was still so strong — 


the First World War 


but it proved absolutely necessary to unite the antiwar socialists, 
workers and youth. Among the first major forces to come round to 
this view were the mass youth organisations of the Second 
International, whose members were being called up to die in the 
service of the capitalists. 


Lenin and the Bolsheviks argued that it was not enough to call for 
an end to the war; it was necessary to call for the defeat of one’s 
‘own’ government and to turn the imperialist war into a civil war of 
all the workers against the capitalists: a revolution. He wrote: 
“During a reactionary war a revolutionary class cannot but desire 
the defeat of its government...A ‘revolutionary struggle against the 
war is merely a meaningless and empty exclamation , something 
at which the heroes of the Second International excel, unless it 
means revolutionary action against one’s own government even in 
wartime. One only has to do some thinking in order to understand 
this. Wartime revolutionary action against one’s own government 
undoubtedly means, not only desiring its defeat, but really facilitat- 
ing such a defeat." 


The Russian Bolsheviks refused to back the war, agitated for 
Russia’s defeat, built strikes and demonstrations against the war, 
and reached out to socialists in other countries by fighting for a 
new Third International. 


What happened? As the war dragged on, the Russian soldiers met 
with defeat after defeat. Working among the troops, Bolshevik agi- 
tators campaigned for them to fight against their officers and the 
Tsar (the King of Russia). By 1917 the masses had had enough of 
starvation and war: they rose up. By building a new party, fighting 
for a new International and promoting the defeat of their country, 
the Bolsheviks won over millions of workers and peasants to the 
idea that the war should end. They pushed for councils of delegates 
across Russia (‘soviets’) to take power themselves and pull Russia 
out of the war. And, in October 1917, they did. 


War prepares the road to revolution. But to take that road all the 
way to victory, we need revolutionary political parties to break the 
influence of the warmongers, an International, and a government 
based on councils of working class delegates. Only then can we 
begin building a world of peace and an society based on meeting 
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Howse, 


the first 
gulf war [3 


by nat in cambridge 
where are the reports 


The inaccurate and optimistic way the war on Iraq is of the dead and dying 
portrayed in the mainstream media makes it relevant to yIraqis? Are their lives 
look back at the differences between the realities and Inot worthy of report? 
descriptions of the first Gulf War in 1991. Despite ! a 
attempts to see the first war as a ‘humanitarian’ one We are told that civilian 
with few casualties, the fact remains that over 200,000 pcasualties are ‘collateral 

- ydamages", the effects 
Iraqis were killed. Perhaps this is why the US and UK 1of any war, “to be 
forces are not seen as ‘liberators’, as the suffering lexpected". Easy to say 
caused by our WMDs last time is still fresh in people’s Iwhen it's not your chil- 
minds. Idren that face a bomb 

Similarly, as sensationalist sympathy for invading yevery 50 seconds. Tell 
troops killed in the first few weeks is evoked, it is pthat To the mother who 
revealing to look at descriptions of the treatment of ae ale ie body 
those soldiers involved 12 years ago. Ex-soldier Barry “i Seen 
Donnan, for example, describes how he was pursued by lAccording to a website 
the army to try and prevent him leaving after the hor- "¢@JJed Iraq Body Count 
rors he had seen in the Gulf. He was sent off to the number of [raqis 
Northern Ireland half a year later despite being diag- pkilled stands at 605 min- 


nosed with post-traumatic stress disorder. Similarly, imum and 764 maximum 
I- this figure grows daily 


| 

HOn March 20 the US/UK 
limperialists dropped 
their first bombs on 
yBaghdad. Since then we 
thave seen such images 
Idaily. We have heard 
Ireports of the dead 


‘Gulf War Syndrome’ has been found to cause pyscho- , 


logical problems such as blackouts, and in many cases, J 
cancer. However, there is no care for these men - 
groups of them have even gone to court to try and 
receive adequate treatment, but they are consistently 
ignored. This plainly shows us the attitude of the state 
to those rank-and-file soldiers fighting the battles 
which the ‘leaders’ wage and plan - it is inconvenient 
if they suffer or die while in the battlefield, as this 
affects popular support for the war. Afterwards, howev- 
er, it is no longer their responsibility. 

This can also be applied to their enemies. In particu- 
lar, the use of depleted uranium, despite its extremely 
carcinogenic qualities, causes widespread suffering to 
this day. Yet the US has no qualms about using it again. 
After all, seeing an Iraqi child die on the battlefield is 
what causes the shock value so damaging to public 
opinion — as opposed to knowing that in 10 years time 
it may die a horrible and slow death from cancer. 

Yet we’re told that all this suffering is essential to ‘lib- 
erate’ the Iraqis from their brutal dictator, which was 
regrettably not possible 12 years ago. A closer look at 
the facts reveals this to be a lie, especially in terms of 
the revolts in northern and southern Iraq at the end of 
the war, by masses of mutinous troops who refused to 
continue fighting on behalf of Saddam’s regime. 
Despite the western media portraying these protests as 
religious and Kurdish nationalist uprisings, these were 
in fact proletarian uprisings against the state and 
Saddam. They were widespread enough to have gotten 
rid of Saddam with support of arms. However, once 
these uprisings took place, US military action against 
him ceased, as it was recognised that the Ba’ath party 
was the only force in Iraq capable and ruthless enough 
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and we must not forget 


repress the proletariat. Just as Saddam had 
been supported and armed by the US and the 
UK earlier in his career when he was just as 
much as an ‘evil dictator’ as now (including 


that these are not the 
only Iraqis killed by the 
West. Since 1991 
through the most dra- 
conian sanctions ever 
imposed by the UN and 
daily bombing, over a 
million Iragis have been 
killed. Where is the 
mention of that? 


The Arab media has 
shown the gruelling real- 
ity of the Lragis who are 
being “liberated”. 
Images of children with 
shattered skulls are 
seen as distasteful by 
the western media, but 
the reality is that they 
don't want to show these 
images as it makes the 
war on Iraq much more 
of areality and harder 
to justify. 


But the deaths will come 
not only from the direct 
bombing of people. 
Destruction of civilian 
infrastructure - water 
and sewage treatment, 
electrical power genera- 
tion, transportation and 
communication means 
that people will continue 
to die even when the 
bombs and missiles stop. 
Aid agencies are report- 
ing many towns and 
cities have no access to 
clean water or food as 
electricity supplies are 
cut off. 


We are told that the 
deaths of the Iraqis are 


during the brutal war against Iran), so again 
when supporting him became an advantage 
to imperialist profits and business ner ce eee ee ee 


ests, their deep ‘moral’ desire to remove 


him suddenly ceased. 


This is extremely important in expos- | 4 
ing the real motives of the US: not to" 
protect the Iraqis or the surrounding 
countries, but to make sure the area pro- 1 
vides for business interests, in particular | ! 
This was recog- = 
nised at the time of the first Gulf War; | 
although resistance to the actions of the. 
US and UK was nowhere near as great as} 
it is now. Opposition groups were active. 
in exposing these motives. 


the extraction of oil. 


Then, as] 


now, it was argued that “Our rulers tell, =)! 


us that this...1s in the interest of fighting 
against tyranny and to liberate... This 1s | . 
all rubbish — they want us to lay ellen | 
our lives in a war over oil.” 

mistakes were made by many groups in | 
purporting to oppose all sides in the war. 
This time we must be very clear that 
supporting the Iraqis in their steele 
against the US and UK does not mean 
we are supporting Saddam, but rather | 
their efforts to liberate themselves from" 


However 


t 


2 = ee 
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for the greater goal of 


“liberation” but how is it 


liberation to launch 
1,500 bombs and mis- 
siles a day against 


cities? Earlier this week 


a man was driving a car 
along a road on the out- 
skirts of Hillal. Inside 
the car there were 15 

eople: his whole family. 

he car was bombed by 
a US helicopter, killing 
everyone except the 
driver. He was incon- 
solable. Smashing his 
hands on his head. The 
cries of pain would not 
stop. Is this liberation? 
No, it's cold-blooded 
murder. 


When British mothers 
lose their children in 
this conflict what do 
they get? They get 
them back ina coffin 
with a union jack draped 
over it. Their return is 
shown on TV to the 
sound of sombre music 
as they are hailed as 
courageous and are hon- 
oured for their sacri- 
fice. They are called 
heroes. What do the 
mothers of the dead in 
Iraq get? Nothing more 
than a stamp on their 
dead children's head - 
collateral damage. 


Stop the killing! Stop 
your school. Stop work. 
STOP THE WAR! 
by rekha in 
streatham 


aggression. The disasters of the last Gulf 
War, as well as those already occurring in 
this one, must make us stand firm in our 
struggle against imperialism. 
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It was supposed to be a re-run of World War II 
when US and British forces were welcomed as lib- 
erators. Bush and Blair expected to be welcomed 
into Iraq by flag waving crowds lining the streets, 
cheering the American and British soldiers as they 
went about removing Saddam from power and 
installing a US General to run Iraq. Cities like 
Basra were supposed to rise up and everywhere 
the regime of Saddam was to crumble. How 
wrong they were. 


Everywhere they have met with fierce resistance. 
The port of Um-Qasr which was “liberated” on the 
first day took five more days of fighting before the 
Anglo-American invaders could claim that they 
controlled it. In countless other towns the invaders 
met with even stiffer resistance. 16 days on, and 
Basra, the city that was expected to fall first, has 
still not fallen. Suicide bombings and guerrilla tac- 
tics have held up the advance on Baghdad. The 
war has not gone according to plan. 


We've been told of Saddam and his “terror appa- 
ratus” having such control over the Iraqi people 
that they are afraid of rising up. It was not the 
people of Iraq but “fanatical Saddam supporters” 
who were providing the resistance. The truth, 
however, is that the Iraqi people see coalition 
forces as an army of invasion and occupation, not 
liberation. 


The journalist Robert Fisk, spoke to an Iraqi Shi’ia 
Muslim man on the streets of Baghdad. He said 
“it’s important that they know...We may not like 
our regime, but we fight for our country... You 
claim you are coming to ‘liberate’ us, but you 
don’t understand. What is happening now is we 
are starting a war of liberation against the 
Americans and the British.” 


The US's racist view of Arabs means it thinks that 
all the Iraqis living under Saddam live in fear and 
terror. What it fails to understand is that like all 
dictatorships, there are large sections of the popu- 
lation that do support the Iraqi regime and benefit 


MWe “members of 
“Revolution, would like 


vigil at the Israeli 
embassy the next 


from it. Even bigger sections of the population 
that are apathetic because life goes on the same. 
Even in a dictatorship, it is only minority opposi- 
tion and dissenting sections that actually face 
repression. It was the same under Stalin, Hitler, 
Pinochet and Mussolini. No regime could ever be 
powerful enough to repress a whole country. 


The US and British governments’ arrogance pre- 
vents them from seeing that the Iraqi people, like 
millions around the world, know that this war is 
about oil and the US’s plans to use Iraq as a mili- 
tary base to dominate the Middle East. They also 
know that the US wants to impose a new imperial- 






ist “order” on the globe where no one dares to 
challenge the interests of the USA. Saddam’s 
regime of terror and his supposed weapons of 
mass destruction were all a smokescreen. That is 
why they are fighting back, and while the Anglo- 
American invaders might win the war in the short 
term, the resistance will continue for as long as 
they try to occupy and dominate Iraq. 


The Iraqi people have also not forgotten that in 


admirable. Her deter- 
mination to help create 


“solidarity with the 
Palestinians. We must ° 
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1991, after the last Gulf War, the US told them to 
rise up and overthrow Saddam. They did but 
when it became clear the lragi people wanted to 
determine their own future, the US left them to be 
slaughtered by Saddam's Republican Guard. 
Why should they ever trust the US again? 


Before the 1991 Gulf war Iraq had one of the 
most educated populations in the whole of the 
Middle East. It had an excellent health system, 
clean water and food. Just ten years after, UN fig- 
ures show that as a result of sanctions, lack of 
basic medicine and food has lead to the death of 
over half a million children and up to a million 
adults. 


So, not only did the US allow ordi- 
nary lraqis to be slaughtered but it 
totally impoverished the country and 
4! brought death and misery to millions. 
These are the real reasons why there 
is resistance to the invasion and 

g occupation of Iraq. 


fe lraq is now starting to look like 
Palestine. Everywhere there are mili- 
tary checkpoints staffed by an occu- 
pying army, stopping, searching, 
harassing local people, restricting 
their movement and detaining young 
men. US companies are starting to 
take control and soon it will be a US 
military dictatorship that will be run- 
ning Iraq for the interests of the huge 
US multinationals. 


Moreover, just like the Palestinians, the lragi peo- 
ple will not accept occupation by a foreign army 
and they will continue to resist even when 
Saddam is gone. The war will no longer be prime 
time television, but it will turn into a daily struggle 
in which the whole Iraqi population will fight 
against imperialism occupation and domination. 


by sean in c london 
"7 


lto express our deepest 
«condolences to the 
oy and friends of 
Rachel Corrie and the 
“activists of the 
| international Solidarity 
»Movement working in 
Palestine. Rachel, a 23 
"year old student from 
“Olympia, Washington, 
[was run over by a 
«Caterpillar bulldozer 
ae trying to prevent 
the demolition of a 
‘Palestinian home on 
lithe edges of Rafah in 
«Gaza. Her death was a 
jiageey that shook our 
lives. 


|When we heard the 
«news of Rachel’s death 
at the hands of the IDF, 
we were shocked and 
“saddened. Quickly, 
activists from ISM 
«London organised a 


evening to put pres- 
sure on the Israeli gov- 
ernment to take this 
incident seriously. 
Since that night, we 
have been outraged at 
the lack of respect with 
which the Israeli gov- 
ernment has treated 
Rachel’s family and 
friends, culminating in 
the tear gassing at her 
funeral and the 
provocative appear- 
ance of the bulldozer 
that killed her. 


It was a sombre time at 
the Israeli embassy 
that night as people 
reflected on the death 
of such a young vibrant 
woman who put her life 
on the line to help oth- 
ers. Her relentless 
campaigning for social 
justice and peace is 


a better world is some- 
thing we all share. We 
commemorated her 
bravery, a bravery that 
has inspired us all. 


The atrocities that 
occur on a daily basis 
in the Occupied 
Territories are on the 
increase. The war on 
lraq is Opening up a 
space for Ariel Sharon 
to carry out more dra- 
conian measures 
against the 
Palestinians. This must 
be stopped. 


The best tribute that 
we could pay Rachel is 
to carry on the cam- 
paign for justice and 
freedom. We must not 
let the IDF’s brutality 
undermine our determi- 
nation to struggle in 


re-double our efforts to 
end the nightmare of 
occupation. 


More of our members 
are planning to go to 
Palestine this year to 
take part in the work of 
the ISM, plus we will 
be building the ISM 
campaign and encour- 
aging everyone we 
meet to get involved in 
whatever way they 
can. 


We offer our solidarity 
to all the international 
and Palestinian 
activists that are strug- 
gling on against 
oppression. 


No justice, no peace. 


by joy at | 


waterloo : 
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WHOOP! WHOOP! Il’S THE SOUND OF THE POLICE 


STi ATE REPRESS Si oP NS 


The state exists 
to maintain the 
rule of a tiny 
jelite over the 





majority and 

does this 

through various 

means. One 

| jway is through 
ofeTale ll CelUCR aca passing laws 
, mewhich — restrict 


Jour freedom to 
aa protest and to 
take strike action against the injustices in 
society. The other way is to use the armed 
apparatus of the state, the police and the 
army, to repress those who challenge the 
existing order. For example, in Egypt riot 
police have attacked demonstrations and 
imprisoned and tortured antiwar activists. 


OF (o)U)me) mele) al el ts 


But at the same time it gives us an illusion of 
democracy. We have the right to vote to 
elect “our representatives” to parliament 
and, if we don’t like what our representatives 
are doing, we have the right to state-sanc- 
tioned protest. But generally only if there are 
lots of us willing to take to the streets. 


State-sanctioned protests usually come in 
one form only: a march from point A to point 
B with rally at point B. This form of dissent 
will not challenge the current order directly, 
and the state has no reason to take any 
notice of it. Eight months of the biggest A to 
B protests in the history of the UK, and the 
government have taken little, if any notice of 
the antiwar movement. Whilst these protests 
have succeeded in attracting thousands, 
raising the profile of the arguments and 
being a show of solidarity, they are not 
enough to stop the war. 


The government can grin and bare it, hoping 
that such protests act as the pressure valve 


so the disenchanted can let of steam. 


What they really fear is a movement that will 
actually go beyond passive protests and 
take direct action in pursuit of its aims. For 
example, a civil disobedience that could shut 
down an airbase or shut off a major traffic 
artery to a city, or set up pickets to prevent 
supplies being loaded on to ships. 


To deal with such a movement, coercion and 
violence is needed and the police are the 
front line. 


State violence was used against the miners 
in the 1980s to break up the strikes. It has 
been use against anti-capitalist protestors 
from Seattle to Genoa to London. 


The state also uses the law as a way to crim- 
inalise protestors and movements. It attacks 
our civil liberties under the cover of dealing 
with crime and terrorism. 


For example, the Criminal Justice and Public 
Order act’s section 60, designed to combat 
football hooliganism, is now use to detain 
protestors on demonstrations. On May Day 
2001 it was used to hold protesters for 8 
hours in the rain and prevent them from 
exercising their democratic 
right to protest. 


Two laws just brought in are 
crucial to targeting protesters: [ 
the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers act, jam, 
which negates the idea that a 
Suspect is innocent until 
proven guilty; and_ the 
Terrorism Act which could be 
used to define any act of non- 
state-sanctioned civil disobe- 
dience as an act of terrorism, 
and those participating in it as 





‘terrorists’. Section 44 of the Terrorism Act is 
already being used to exclude people over 
two counties around the Fairford airbase in 
Gloucestershire. 


While we can and should use every existing 
law to defend ourselves from repression we 
can't rely on legal methods alone to achieve 
our aims. The recent legal action against 
Blair to prevent him from attacking Iraq, 
brought by CND and Liberty, will only 
progress as far as the state allows and even 
if successful is obviously too late. 


We wont achieve real change through iso- 
lated acts of civil disobedience. The 
Terrorism Act ensures that isolated and indi- 
vidualist acts are an easy target for repres- 
sion. 


What is needed is a mass, united movement 
that goes beyond the confines of the law. 
When we are part of a mass determined 
movement it is harder for the state to use the 
law against us. For example they tried to 
ban the 2million strong antiwar demo on 
February 15 from ending in Hyde Park, but 
the Stop The War coalition said it was going 
to march there anyway and who is going to 
stop 2 million people? 





4 But we are under no illusion 
that when a mass movement 
+9 | really want to take determined 

™ action the full power of the 
state will be brought down on 
us. The will attack us, shoot 
us and try and kill us. We will 
have to be prepared to defend 
ourselves - with arms if nec- 
essary - when such a situation 


arises. = py marc inn 
london 


THE STATE of MENTAL HEALTH 





Just out of hospital again, the struggle for survival continues for my dear 
friend. Diagnosed as mentally ill three years ago, ‘King’ has returned to the 
drudgery and social exclusion which has become his reality since his diag- 
nosis. To be sure, his reality has long since been a story of social exclusion 
prior to diagnosis, only now the full weight of the mental health service has 
been called to his aid. 


abuse, what would you do? Lots of time on your hands, no real future by 
society’s standards, no real support - and substantial government money to 
spend. Consequently drugs are rife in this mental health subculture. 


The Labour government think that throwing money at certain projects - 
while at the same time making major cuts into the mental health service - is 
the answer. It’s like when they spent £200 K on an advertising campaign 


Oh, what a service! Doctors examine the patient every few months. | have 
telling people not to give money to homeless people. 


had the pleasure of sitting in on such a ‘consultation’. And | can only 
describe it as akin to some kind of parole board meeting: you have a group 
of people consisting of trainees and experienced doctors who ask ‘trigger’ 
questions and try to guess whether you deserve being locked up or freed. 
These doctors have little training on social or culture issues, which must 
certainly have a bearing on the patient’s situation. So you are left at the 
mercy of some people who readily admit they don’t know how the brain 
really works. | asked them. Thus treatment consists of ‘throwing’ various 
measures of medication to sedate you. 


I’m angry, angry at the situation that King finds himself in, he only needs 
some help. But mostly | am angry at a system that leaves him in a quag- 
mire; a system that is only interested in saving money for war and imperial- 
ist expansion; and a system which gives people a message of don’t get ill 
or else. 


The mental health system has a large number of ethnic minorities in its 
care and it must do more to help and guide those people unfortunate 
enough to be at its mercy. | may be angry but King is more so and is paying 
a daily price for being poor, disenfranchised and excluded from this society. 
But society itself may yet pay a higher price. 


King now lives in a medicated world, which he continues to top up with 
crack and other substances. Since his diagnosis, he has been attacked by 
police in his home, he has been sexually attacked in his home and in the 
hospital, and has been nicked on the street for no reason. As for the drug 
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Over the last few weeks 
our televisions, newspa- 
pers and radios have sub- 
jected us to a wave of 
patriotic bile about 
“our” brave boys going 
into action against 
Saddam’s evil henchmen. 
Short on fact, bearing 
little relations to the 
truth, daily bulletins 
have been reduced to 
propaganda sessions to 
promote the government 
line. 


With public opinion firm- 
ly set against the war 
before it started Blair 
has depended on his 
friends in the media to 
cynically manipulate the 
public to rally behind 
“our” boys. The govern- 
ment can trust most of 
the media to portray the 
war in the manner they 
would wish without having 
to rely on direct censor- 
ship. 


First there are the jour- 
nalists “embedded” with 
the troops, producing 
amazing pictures of the 
awesome fire power avail- 
able to the British and 
American troops and pur- 
porting to portray the 
war in an accurate manner 


These reporters lives are 
dependent on the soldiers 
around them, with whom 
they not unnaturally 
develop friendships with. 
They also only get a very 
limited picture of the 
course of the war, the 
rest they have to get 
from the briefings from 
central command in Qatar. 
Yet the demands of 24- 
hour rolling news cover- 
age mean that “hard” news 
1s constantly required, 
meaning that rumours, 
conjecture and military 
briefings are presented 
as fact. 


So we get the port of Umm 
Oasr reported as “liber- 
ated” 2 days after the 
invasion began, and then 
again every day for 4 
days as fierce fighting 
continued. It was the 


same for Nasiriyah and 
the surrender of the 
whole of the Iraqi 51st 
Division which later 
turned out to be pure 
fantasy. As was the 
“uprising” in Basra, so 
loudly trumpeted by 
defence minister Geoff 
Hoon, and repeated with- 
out question by the BBC 
and the other news chan- 
nels despite the only 
journalists in the city 
(from Al-Jazeera) report- 
ing that the city was 
calm. 


It later turned out that 
a small street protest 
had taken place after a 
local Ba’ath party head- 
quarters had been shelled 
by US artillery. When 
Blair claimed the Iragi’s 
had executed two sol- 
diers, the media faith- 
fully reported it, 
despite the family of one 
of the troops issuing 
angry denials and saying 
the MOD had reported them 
killed in combat. Finally 
after the missile attacks 
on the 2 markets which 
claimed over 100 lives, 
the US denied it was them 
and they claimed it was 
Iraqi missiles. They con- 


tinued to do so even 
after the journalist 
Robert Fisk found the 
missile serial numbers 
identifying them as manu- 
factured by the Raytheon 
Corporation. 





Any journalists who 
refuse to play ball and 
join in the embedded sys- 
tem have been dealt with 
ruthlessly. 4 journalists 
travelling independently 
where captured by US 
troops, and although car- 
rying press cards were 
accused of being terror- 


ists and spies and 
held for 48 hours and 
denied contact with 
their news organisa- 
tions. Whilst others 
have been threatened 
and deported from 
Iraq. The Iraqi 
information ministry 
- home to many for- 
eign journalists and 
their equipment - has 
been bombed twice, as 
have al-Jazeera’s 
offices in Basra. 


This media’s coverage of 
the war has largely been 
successful for the war- 
mongers. The only time 
they have resorted to 
direct censorship is over 
the issue of body bags. 
The US prevented the 
media filming the unload- 
ing of coffins from the 
planes which have brought 
the casualties back. 


On the whole this type of 
action has been unneces- 
sary as the news agencies 
have blindly gone along 
with promoting the agenda 
of the British and 
American administrations. 
The military “experts” 
they get to drone on 
about every tiny aspect 
of the campaign have all 
been vetted by the 
defence ministries. Many 
of them are former offi- 
cers and the “independ- 
ent” experts consultants 
to the military planners. 
These experts wax lyrical 
about the awesome beauty 
of the weaponry yet the 
channels refuse to show 
footage of their conse- 
quences. 


i War has been reduced to a 


sort of sanitised fire 
works display, with plen- 
ty of booms and bangs and 
spectacular flashes. But 
no footage of children 
with part of their heads 
missing and their brains 
draining into the dust. 
No limbs or fingers or 
heads lying on the road- 
side. No burnt or charred 
bodies, faces twisted, 
revealing the horror and 
pain of their death. No 





Slaughter, no carnage, no 
blood, just bangs and 
flashes. They say the 
can’t show it because it 
would offend the sensi- 
bilities of the British 
public. In reality they 
cannot show it because if 
the true horror of war 
was actually revealed any 
remaining support for the 
war would evaporate. 


You would be hard pressed 
to find a single anti-war 
voice on their panels. 
The media, with a few 
notable exceptions has 
simply refused to cover 
the anti-war movement or 
when it does dismissing 
it as on the wane or 
unpatriotic. Despite rep- 
resenting about half of 
the population our opin- 
ions or actions are not 
presented. Even previous- 
ly anti-war media like 
the Guardian and the 
Mirror have dutifully 
stepped into line behind 
“our” boys and a speedy 
conclusion to the war. 


Of course we should not 
be surprised by this the 
media iS owned by the 
same corporations on 
whose behave this war is 
waged. Indeed the 
American channel NBC is 
actually owned by General 
Electric the manufacturer 
of cruise missiles!?! If 
we really want true, 
accurate and objective 
reporting we need to do 
it ourselves. 

Free the press - put it 
under democratic workers 
control! 


by SI In sheffield 
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Thousands of young workers and students will be 
protesting on Thursday May ‘1st - International 
Workers Day - to end this war. We will be out on 
the streets showing international solidarity with 
workers around the world fighting for a decent life. 
Join us! WALKOUT and bring your friends with you! 
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May Day is a reminder to the anti-war 
movement of where our strength lies... 

At atime when the direction of the anti- 
war movement is in question, this year’s 
May Day should remind us of what our 
power is - and how we can use it. This war 
has spurred hundreds of demonstrations, 
but are we demonstrating our opposition, 
or our strength? If the former, we already 
know how easy it is for our opposition to 
the war to be ignored and downplayed. If 
we are demonstrating the strength of the 
movement, what do we have to back this 
up? Where can this movement find the 
strength to bring a corrupt and warmon- 
gering system to its knees? 


This question is far from new, and we've 
known the answer for centuries too. Like 
all other imperialist ventures - and the 
existence of capitalism itself - the success 
of this war depends on the exploitation of 
workers. If our opposition to this war takes 
the form of refusing to work to sustain a 
system that is run for the profit and bene- 
fit of the minority capitalist class, then we 
can't be ignored. We produce the wealth 
that is funding this war, and that’s why it’s 
important to remember the history of our 
struggle, which is also the history of the 
Class struggle. 


May Day became an international working 
class day of action over 100 years ago, over 
the struggle for the eight-hour working 
day. On May 1st 1886, 50,000 workers in 
Chicago were on strike, joined by 30,000 
more on the 2nd. Over the next few days 
police cracked down on the demonstra- 
tions, firing into the crowd, arresting and 
torturing people at random and executing 
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four anarchists. The First International 
called May 1st as an International Working 
Class Holiday in commemoration of this 
event, and despite attempts to turn it into 
an innocuous bank holiday, May Day has 
remained a day of international working 
class solidarity. 


This is a good example of how threatening 
it is to the capitalist class that tens of 
thousands of workers might organise to 
withdraw their labour (strike), even for a 
day, and the lengths that they'll go to in 
order to repress this. Such a simple thing 
as agreeing that we won't turn up to work 
sends a shock to the depths of the capital- 
ist system. From the hysterical propagan- 
da war in the media, threatening “hard- 
core protesters” laying waste to all before 
them, to police repression of demonstra- 
tions and violence against striking school 
students, it’s clear that it’s not acceptable 
to the state for people to get the idea that 
they can strike and how powerful it is. 


This is because that is our strength, and if 
we organise to use it, we can bring down 
the whole system. Look at what happened 
when the Fire Brigades’ Union went on 
strike — they suffered the kind of attack 
from politicians and the media that is usu- 
ally reserved for asylum seekers and “hard- 
core protesters” with samurai swords. The 
reason it was so important that they didn’t 
succeed was not that society can't afford 
to pay them a decent wage for their work 
(because just now it’s more important that 
we bomb a load of places). If it got out 
that we can win by uniting in uncompro- 
mising organised action, how long would 
it be before the unions were revolu- 


lions are taking action 
against them, all over 
the world. 


ment. So why stay 
in Britain? 
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- Ukraine. 
Come along too! 


organised. Bring a 
sleeping bag 
and tons of energy! 
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CONTACT US: 


This is the year the world 
caught fire. As Bush and 
Blair blast Iraq, tens of mil- 


This is a world-wide move- 


Come and meet up with anti-war 
activists from across Europe. 


Share ideas and experiences with 
olelare mr-lan doa \cclar-livemclaldece-|elieclicas 
activists from all over Europe at 
da T=Wa nd =A)20) MO MM (O)\ Ci (o) oy-]mCr-lial-ialalep 
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All in at least eight languages... 


Cael iUndtelamelaoll| o-m-la-maeliliile) 
from Sweden - Czech Republic - 
France - Germany - Britain - Austria 
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tionised, and all sorts of people thought 
that they should have a decent wage, and 
come to think of it no war and their public 
services back please? 


Capitalist society produces the agents of 
revolution: the working class. “What the 
bourgeoisie therefore produces, above all, 
is its own grave-diggers,” said Marx and 
Engels in the Communist Manifesto. Don't 
you think it’s time we all started digging? 


If we use May Day as an opportunity to 
piss off the police by leading them around 
after small mobile protests, we might feel 
that we are doing something that’s get- 
ting a reaction, rather than walking a 
familiar route with a load of trade union 
banners. But are we building the strength 
of a mass force that can take on the power 
of the state? Isn't that, in the end, why we 
are marking May Day at all? We might be 
displaying the fact that there is opposition 
to the state, but are we turning it into a 
force that has the power to finish the job? 
If the mass forces that have been politi- 
cised by the war are not turning to action 
that can actually stop the war, is the 
answer to turn away from them because 
we've done that march before? Or, if 
we're serious about bringing down capital- 
ism and not just enjoying having the 
power to taunt the police, shouldn't we be 
arguing to take our united opposition to 
the war further, and to take all the mass 
forces that have joined this anti-war move- 
ment into militant action - into class strug- 
gle? May Day is a part of our history, and 
we should honour that history in the best 
possible way —- by organising to win. 
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